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IRISH  TOBACCO  DUTY  INCREASED 

Duties  on  unmanufactured  tobacco  imported  into  Ireland  were  increased 
3s.  2d.  (U.S.  §.kk)  per  pound  effective  Nay  8,  1957 •     Increasing  the  duty 
on  tobacco  was  one  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  help 
improve  the  country's  financial  position.    The  increased  duty  was  also 
levied  on  all  stocks  of  unmanufactured  and  manufactured  tobacco  held  by 
manufacturers.    The  duty  rate  on  the  principal  classification  of  leaf 
tobacco  imports  from  the  United  States  was  raised  to  the  equivalent  of 
U.S.  $6.^3  per  pound  from  the  previous  level  of  U.S.  $5 • 99 •    Retail  prices 
of  tobacco  products  were  increased    effective  May  11,  1957,  to  reflect  the 
additional  customs  duty. 

Retail  prices  of  the  most  popular  brands  of  cigarettes  were  increased 
by  the  equivalent  of  2.3  U.S.  cents  per  pack  of  20.    Retail  prices  of  ciga- 
rettes have  thus  been  raised  a  total  of  8.2  U.S.  cents  per  package  of  20 
since  May  13,  1956.    Current  prices  range  from  30.3  to  50.2  U.S.  cents  per 
pack  of  20. 

WEST  GERMANY  REDUCES  TOBACCO  EXCISE  TAXES 

The  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  amended  and  reduced  excise  taxes  on 
cigarettes  and  smoking,  chewing,  and  snuff  tobacco,  effective  April  1, 
1957-    Excise  tax  rates  for  cigarettes  were  reduced  from  53-57  to  U2 A-56 .k 
percent  of  the  retail  price ;  smoking  tobacco  (fine  and  coarse -cut)  from 
l6-Ul  to  8.9-33-3  percent;  tobacco  twists  from  7-5-H-5  to  5-9-5  percent; 
chewing  tobacco  other  than  fine -cut  from  6-10  percent  of  the  retail  price 
to  1  Deutschemark  per  kilogram  of  leaf  tobacco  (dry  weight)  processed;  and 
snuff  tobacco  from  12  percent  of  the  retail  price  to  1  Deutschemark  per 
kilogram  of  leaf  tobacco  (dry  weight)  processed.    Excise  taxes  on  fine -cut 
chewing  tobacco  and  cigars  were  not  reduced.     (Rates  on  cigars  were  re- 
duced on  October  1,  1956  from  23  to  19  percent  of  the  retail  price). 

The  above  amendment  (Fourth)  to  the  West  German  tobacco  taxation  law 
deviates  greatly  from  former  amendments  and  is  a  basic  reform  in  the  entire 
tobacco  tax  structure.    The  major  features  of  the  new  amendment  are  as 
follows : 

(1)  the  introduction  of  taxation  rates  geared  to  groups  of 
retail  prices  for  cigarettes  and  smoking  tobacco; 

(2)  the  introduction  of  a  "raw  tobacco  tax"  for  chewing  and 
snuff  tobacco; 

(3)  a  tax  reduction  for  all  tobacco  products,  except  cigars; 

(k)    an  actual  reduction  of  the  retail  price  for  fine -cut  smoking 
tobacco . 
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The  introduction  by  West  Germany  of  one  tax  rate  for  a  range  of 
retail  prices  removes  much  of  the  inflexibility  in  the  former  excise  tax 
system.    Manufacturers  of  cigarettes  and  smoking  tobacco  will  now  be  able 
to  cope  with  increased  production  costs  by  raising  retail  prices  slightly 
in  the  future  rather  than  asking  the  government  for  a  tax  revision. 

Prices  paid  for  imported  leaf  will  now  be  more  important  than  in  the 
past.     In  former  years  price  increases  for  leaf  tobacco  were  compensated 
by  a  downward  revision  in  excise  taxes.    The  West  German  tobacco  industry 
wants  freer  competition  and  has  requested  abolition  of  the  system  of  fixed 
retail  prices.    The  coming  reform  is  comparable  to  the  United  States' 
system  of  tobacco  taxation.    After  the  reform  imported  leaf  prices  will 
have  a  direct  effect  upon  the  retail  price  and  consequently  on  the  com- 
petitive capability  of  the  finished  product. 

RENEWED  IRANIAN  -  SOVIET  BARTER 
TRADE  AGREEMENT  INCLUDES  TOBACCO 

The  barter  trade  agreement  between  Iran  and  the  U.S.S.R.  was  reported- 
ly approved  and  extended  for  3  years  in  Tehran  on  April  l6,  1957*  The 
agreement  is  valid  from  April  1,  1957  through  March  31j  i960,  and  the 
quota  lists  governing  trade  of  commodities  between  the    two  countries 
are  subject  to  annual  review.    The  quota  for  Iranian  tobacco  to  be  ex- 
ported to  the  Soviet  Union  during  April  1,  1957  through  March  31,  1958  is 
2.2  million  pounds;  April  1,  1958-March  31,  1959,  2.2  million;  and  for 
April  1,  1959-March  31>  i960,  h.k  million.  Quotas  represent  permissive 
maximum  limits  not  mandatory  trading  goals.    Previous  years'  trading  for 
many  of  the  quota  commodities,  including  tobacco,  has  often  been  less 
than  anticipated. 

ECUADOR'S  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT 
CONTINUES  DOWNWARD 

Cigarette  output  in  Ecuador  has  been  declining  since  1951-    The  aver- 
age monthly  output  during  the  first  7  months  of  1956,  totaling  55 «8 
million  pieces,  was  6  percent  below  the  1955  calendar  year  average  of 
59-3  million.    Total  production  in  1956  probably  amounted  to  680  million 
pieces  in  contrast  to  the  1951  record  high  of  782  million. 

SUITABLE  TOBACCO  LAND  SHARPLY 
LIMITED  IN  NEW  ZEALAND 

Suitable  tobacco  land  is  extremely  limited  in  New  Zealand,  and  the 
land  used  for  tobacco  could  easily  produce  other  high-paying  crops.  These 
observations  were  reported  in  the  Rhodesian  Farmer  by  members  of  the 
Rhode sian  Tobacco  Trade  Delegation  after  their  recent  visit  to  New  Zealand. 
Under  these  conditions,  they  did  not  foresee  any  substantial  increase  in 
the  production  of  tobacco  in  New  Zealand. 
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NYASALAND  ENCOURAGES  LARGER 
PRODUCTION  OF  DARK  TOBACCO 

The  Government  of  Nyasaland,  in  a  recent  agricultural  statement 
on  African  trust  land,  encouraged  increased  production  of  dark  to- 
bacco (both  dark  fire -cured  and  dark  sun/air-cured)  in  the  central 
and  northern  sections  of  the  country.    The  general  policy  of  the 
government  is  to  facilitate  and  encourage  the  production  of  tobacco, 
"assuming:     (a)  tobacco  prices  on  the  auction  floors  are  such  that 
the  producer  receives  a  reasonable  return  for  his  efforts  and  (b ) 
the  return  compares  favorably  with  that  from  alternative  crops." 

The  government  believes  that  there  are  new  or  enlarged  markets, 
and  increased  production  will  allow  the  present  price  level  to  pro- 
ducers to  be  maintained.    To  supply  this  market  the  more  capable 
growers-  in  the  regions  of  the  country  best  adapted  to  dark  tobacco 
will  be  encouraged  to  produce  larger  crops.     Inefficient  producers 
and  new  growers  in  marginal  producing  areas  will  be  discouraged. 


NEW  CUSTOMS  TARIFF 
FOR  BOLIVIA 

Bolivia's  Stabilization  Council  has  decreed  a  new  customs 
tariff  to  replace  an  ad  hoc  schedule  set  up  last  December  as  part 
of  the  Monetary  Stabilization  Program. 

The  new  schedule  makes  several  adjustments  in  rates  levied  on 
agricultural  products:    wheat  has  been  lowered  from  6  percent  to 
h  percent  ad  valorem,   (all  rates  are  on  an  ad  valorem  basis  with 
only  a  few  exceptions);  wheat  flour  and  rice  raised  from  8  percent 
to  20  percent;  and  potatoes  raised  from  10  percent  to  20  percent. 
Rates  on  tobacco  products  have  been  reduced.    For  sugar,  a  flexible 
rate  has  been  established  on  the  basis  of  c.i.f.  price  at  the 
various  ports  in  southern  Peru  and  northern  Chile.    The  rates  range 
from  "free"  on  sugar  prices  at  $7.01  or  more,  to  60  percent  on 
that  price  at  $U.50  or  less.     Cattle,  beef,  lard,  and  eggs  enter 
duty  free  as  before . 

In  addition  to  the  tariff,  all  items  are  subject  to  the  6 
percent    consular  fee  and  warehouse  charge.    The  amount  of  charge 
is  based  upon  the  length  of  time  the  item  is  left  in  customs.  For 
the  first  month  the  charge  is  1  percent  of  c.i.f.  value,  2  percent 
for  the  second  month,  and  6  percent  for  any  time  over  2  months. 

The  new  tariff  does  not  affect  any  of  Bolivia's  trade  agree- 
ment since  none  provide  preferential  duties.    Bolivia  is  not  a  party 
to  the  General  Agreement  of  Tariffs  and  Trade  (GATT). 


6  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  7^,  No.  23 

DENMARK'S  OILSEED  IMPORTS  IN  1957 
UNLIKELY  TO  EXCEED  LAST  YEAR'S 

Danish  demand  for  vegetable  oils  for  domestic  use  is  not  likely  to 
increase  this  year  above  the  level  of  1956,  when  96,^15  tons  of  non- 
hardened  vegetable  oil  were  consumed.    Margarine  production  in  Denmark 
was  high  in  1956  due  to  periodic  butter  prices.    When  butter  prices  rose, 
Danish  housewives  shifted  to  margarine. 

Danish  vegetable  oil  exports  are  not  expected  to  increase  in  1957 
from  1956,  when  exports  were  high  because  outlets  for  non-hardened  vege- 
table oils  were  created  as  a  result  of  the  poor  1955  Mediterranean  olive 
crop. 


Table  1 .- -VEGETABLE  OILS  ( non -hardened) :  Denmark, 
exports,  195^-56 


Oil  exported              j  195^ 

• 

1955  : 

1956  1/ 

:     Short  tons 

• 

Edible:  : 

Palm:                                      :  : 

Short  tons 

:        2,513  • 
:            39  : 
:  11 
:            16  : 

:          127  ; 
!  517 
:  20 

65  - 

Short  tons 

10,576 
:  856 
:  279 
:  125 

2,o6U 

5^ 
79 

:  3,308 

lJ+,7^7 

l/  Preliminary. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

If  Denmark  is  unable  to  maintain  the  export  markets  for  oil  which  were 
created  in  1956,  a  decrease  in  oilseed  imports  is  probable.     Such  a  develop 
ment  would  primarily  affect  the  import  of  soybeans  from  the  United  States. 
A  slight  decrease  in  oilcake  and  meal  exports  is  expected  unless  crops  and 
pastures  are  poor  or  butter  prices  rise  above  present  levels. 
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Oil-bearing  materials 


1955 


1956  1/ 


Oil  2/ 


1955 


'  Short 
'  tons 

Edible :  : 

Soybeans  :  91,591 

Sesame  seed  :  3,730 

Peanuts  (shelled)  :  0 

Rapeseed  :  368 

Poppyseed  :  699 


Total  :  96,38» 


Short 
tons 

152,96^ 
5,332 
2,2^8 
63k 
65I+ 
161,832 


Palm : 

Copra  :  58,02^ 

Palm  kernel  :  li,6k5 

Total  :  69,669 


59,101 
29,366 
88,^67 


Edible : 

Soybean .... 

Se  same  

Olive  

Rapeseed . . . 
Total . . . 

Palm: 

Palm  

Palm  kernel 
Coconut 
Total. . . 


Industrial:  : 

Flaxseed  :  3,700 

Hempseed    :  62 

Total  :  3,762 


5,913 

93 


6,006 


Industrial : 
Linseed . . . 
Castor .... 

Tung  

Total. . 

Other  

Total. ... :  "237178] 

1/  Preliminary.    2/ Not  hardened.     3/  Includes  907  tons  of  peanut  oil  and 
tons  of  cottonseed  oil,  negligible  quantities  of  which  were  imported  in  1956. 


Other  oilseeds  :  7,339 

Total  :  ^77,158 


261,009 


Short 
tons 

83 
l,llk 
118 
1+1+ 


1,359 


11,965 
0 

12,306 


7,129 
^73 
Ilk 

~B731^ 


3/1A97 


Compiled  from  official  sources 


Imports  of  oilseeds  in  1956  were  up  over  50  percent  from  1955  and  nearly 
that  much  from  195^--     Imports  in  1955  were  slightly  less  than  those  of  I95I+ 
because  Danish  oil  mills  had  difficulty  in  meeting  competition  from  imported 
oils.    Vegetable  oil  imports  in  1956  were  up  about  15  percent  from  1955- 

Stocks  of  oilseeds  on  December  31,  1956,  were  about  20,600  tons,  con- 
siderably higher  than  the  12,800  tons  a  year  earlier.    Ending  oil  stocks  were 
about  8,000  tons  both  in  1956  and  1955 . 

Production  of  rapeseed  and  mustard  seed  in  1956 --at  11,050  tons --reflect- 
ed a  decline  of  about  1+0  percent  from  1955,  d-ue  primarily  to  decreased  acre- 
ages.   Danish  growers  of  rape  and  mustard  seeds  are  having  difficulty  com- 
peting with  imported  soybeans  available  to  crushers  at  relatively  low  prices. 


(Continued) 
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In  1956  Danish  flaxseed  production  was  almost  double  the  1955  output-- 
1,1|00  tons,  compared  with  700  tons.    Danish  dairymen  have  recently  started 
to  add  flaxseed  to  concentrated  feed  mixtures.    This  practice  is  said  to 
increase  butter  quality  by  adding  oil  to  the  oilcake  and  meal,  the  oil  con- 
tent of  which  has  declined  enough- -due  to  modern  processing  methods  to  affect 
butter  quality.    About  5,500  tons  of  flaxseed  were  added,  mixed,  and  fed 
in  1956  as  compared  to  2,200  tons  in  1955 • 


Table  3. --OILCAKE  AND  MEAL:    Denmark,  production 
and  imports,  1955  and  1956 


1956~T7 


Kind  of  oilcake  and  meal' 


1955 


tProduction 


Imports 


Production 


Imports 


:  1,000 
: Short  tons 


1,000 
Short  tons 


1,000 
Short  tons 


1,000 

Short  tons 


Cottonseed  :  0 

Soybean  :  75 

Sunflower  :  0 

Coconut  ;  20 

Peanut  :  0 

Rape  seed  :  1 

Linseed  :  0 

Others  :  12 

Total  :  106 

1/  Preliminary. 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 


288 
112 
56 
69 
22 

17 
13 
19 


596 


0 

127 
0 
21 
1 
1 

18 


172 


3hl 
131 
71 
8^ 
ki 
3h 
19 
11 


732 


A  decrease  in  domestically  produced  livestock  feed  resulted  in  in- 
creased oilcake  and  meal  imports  even  though  increased  crushings  resulted 
in  larger  domestic  oilcake  and  meal  production.    Ending  stocks  of  oilcake 
and  meal  in  1956  were  106,000  tons,  slightly  lower  than  the  120,000  tons 
in  the  preceding  year. 

ARGENTINA  LIQUIDATES  ITS 
TRADE  PROMOTION  INSTITUTE 


The  Provisional  Government  of  Argentina  decreed  the  liquidation  of 
the  Argentine  Trade  Promotion  Institute,  IAPI,  in  October  1955-  Since 
then  IAPI  has  been  engaged  solely  in  closing-out  operations,  with  the 
single  exception  of  its  Mining  Section,  which  continues  to  exercise  a 
monopoly  in  the  purchase  and  exportation  of  domestic  tungsten,  beryllium; 
and  mica  ores.     In  view  of  IAPI's  approaching  end,  however,  these  opera- 
tions will  probably  be  passed  to  a  different  government  agency. 

On  the  basis  of  current  sales  volumes,  it  appears  probable  that  IAPI's 
stocks  of  all  merchandise  on  hand  will  be  finally  disposed  of  by  the  end 
of  1957-    This  will  mark  the  end  of  a  government  trading  monopoly  which 
for  a  decade  has  controlled  the  export  of  a  number  of  important  agricultural 
products . 
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SWEDEN  EXPORTS 
MORE  BUTTER 

During  the  first  quarter  of  1957;  Sweden's  exports  of  butter  at  17 
million  pounds  were  more  than  double  those  for  the  same  quarter  of  1956. 
Shipments  to  West  Germany,  the  principal  market,  amounted  to  7  million 
pounds,  an  increase  of  5  million  pounds  over  the  previous  year.  Heavier 
exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Poland,  and  Switzerland  offset  the  absence 
of  shipments  to  France  and  East  Germany  in  this  quarter. 

NEW  ZEALAND'S  BUTTER  SHIPMENTS 
TO  U.K.  DECLINE 

Arrivals  of  New  Zealand  butter  in  British  ports  in  April  1957  were 
16  million  pounds,  a  decline  of  21  million  pounds  from  the  same  month  of 
1956.    Arrivals  of  cheese  increased  to  20  million  pounds  from  13  million 
pounds  a  year  earlier.    Butter  shipments  afloat  at  the  end  of  April  1957 
and  expected  arrivals  during  May  1957  were  considerably  larger  than  in 
1956,  but  cheese  shipments  afloat  and  expected  arrivals  were  much  smaller. 

U.K.'S  MILK  PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES  TO  INCREASE 

With  exceptionally  favorable  weather  conditions  in  March,  milk  sales 
off  the  farm  in  the  United  Kingdom  totaled  5; 251  million  pounds  during 
the  first  quarter  of  1957,  compared  with  5,108  million  pounds  during  the 
same  period  last  year. 

Although  production  was  up,  liquid  milk  consumption  decreased  from 
3,993  million  pounds  during  the  first  quarter  of  1956  to  3,839  million 
pounds  for  the  comparable  period  in  1957,  a  ^  percent  decline.  With 
consumption  down  and  production  up,  the  proportion  of  milk  used  for 
manufacturing  increased  by  20  percent  to  1,^13  million  pounds.  The 
largest  quantities  of  manufacturing  milk  were  used  in  producing  butter, 
252  million  pounds;  cheese,  572  million  pounds;  and  condensed  whole  milk, 
3kk  million  pounds.    The  increases  in  these  manufactured  products  were 
25,  30  and  12  percent  respectively. 

Off -the -farm  sales  are  expected  to  continue  increasing  through  the 
second  quarter,  while  fluid  milk  consumption  will  probably  remain  stable. 
Milk  available  for  manufacturing  purposes  will  probably  total  about  k-00 
million  pounds  more  than  the  quantity  manufactured  during  the  second 
quarter  of  1956.    With  these  prospects,  prices  of  domestic  butter  and  . 
cheese  on  the  London  market  may  show  more  than  the  normal  seasonal 
decline  during  the  remainder  of  the  spring  flush  production  period.  How- 
ever, a  more  significant  problem  may  be  how  to  manufacture  the  excess 
milk,  as  the  United  Kingdom's  manufacturing  plants  are  reportedly  operat- 
ing close  to  capacity  at  the  present  time. 
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PASTEURIZING  PLANT  IN 
BRITISH  HONDURAS  FAILS 

After  several  months'  operations,  the  government -aided  dairy  plant  in 
Belize,  British  Honduras,  has  ceased  to  pasteurize  milk.    Construction  of 
the  plant  began  in  195^;  and  in  1956  the  first  adequate  supply  of  pasteur- 
ized milk  was  available  in  the  capital  city  (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
September  17,  1956).    Consumers,  however,  failed  to  accept  the  relatively 
new  product  and  continued  to  rely  on  imported  condensed  and  evaporated 
milks  to  meet  their  requirements.    Lack  of  consumer  education,  rather  than 
lack  of  manufacturing  experience,  has  been  reported  as  the  reason  for  the 
failure  of  the  plant. 

Original  plans  for  cream,  butter,  and  cheese  manufacture  failed  to 
materialize  and  have  been  abandoned  by  the  operators.    Current  daily 
output  of  the  factory  amounts  to  only  300  quarts  of  unpasteurized  milk 
for  the  city  of  75>000  persons. 


DUTCH  BUTTER  EXPORTS 
SHOW  INCREASE 

Exports  of  Dutch  butter  during  January-February  1957 >  at  19  million 
pounds,  increased  8  million  pounds  over  the  first  2  months  of  1956. 
The  United  Kingdom,  the  principal  market,  took  about  35  percent  of 
total  exports.    Italy,  which  purchased  no  butter  in  January -February 
1956 }  accounted  for  5  million  pounds.    Belgium  took  k  million  pounds. 

Cheese  exports  at  27  million  pounds  showed  little  change  from  a  year 
ago,  although  shipments  to  all  leading  markets  declined  slightly. 

Condensed  milk  exports  totaled  86  million  pounds  in  January-February 
1957  >  compared  with  7^  million  pounds  a  year  ago.    Much  of  the  expansion 
was  attributable  to  increased  trade  with  Belgium,  which  accounted  for 
Ik  million  pounds,  and  with  Thailand,  which  took  13  million  pounds.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Philippine  Republic  and  Hong  Kong,  trade  declined 
with  other  Far  Eastern  markets,  normally  important  outlets  for  Dutch 
condensed  milk. 

Dried  whole  milk  shipments  rose  from  8  million  pounds  to  11  million 
pounds.    Belgium  and  Venezuela  accounted  for  some  of  this  increase, 
taking  3  million  pounds  and  2  million  pounds,  respectively. 

Exports  of  non-fat  milk  were  3  million  pounds  in  January -February 
1957  (2  million  pounds  in  comparable  1956),  most  of  which  went  to  India, 
Austria,  and  Belgium. 
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WORLD  BUTTER  AND  CHEESE  FRTCES:    Wholesale  prices  at  specified  markets, 

with  comparisons 
(U.  S.  cents  per  pound) 


Country,  market,  and 
description 


Butter 


1957 


Cur- 

rent 


Quotations 
Month 


earlier 


Year 
earlier 


Cheese 


1957 


Cur- 
rent 


Quotations 
Month 


earlier 


Year 
earlier 


United  Kingdom  (London) 

New  Zealand,  finest  « 

Australian  choicest  

New  Zealand,  finest 

white  

Australian  choicest 

white-  — 


May  2 

May  2 


34.5 
34.2 


31.2 
31.0 


Australia  (Sydney) 
Choicest  butter- 
Choicest  cheddar— 


May  3 


44.7 


46.7 


Irish  Republic  (Dublin) 

Creamery  butter  

Cheese —  


Denmark  (Copenhagen)' 

France  (Paris) 
Charentes  creamery- 


Germany  (Kempt en) 
Markenbutter — — 


United  States 
92-3Core  creamery  (N.Y. ) 
Cheddar  (Wisconsin)—  


May  3 

May  2 
May  6 

May  1 

May  3 


48.9 


33.0 


70.1 


69.1 


60.5 


Netherlands  (Leeuwarden) 

Creamery  butter  

Full  cream  Gouda  

Edam,  UO  percent  


April30 


49.5 


Belgium  (Hasselt)- 


May  3 


Canada  (Montreal) 

1st  grade  creamery  -April  27 

Ontario  white  :-  


76.6 
60.5 


48.9 


33.0 


77.9 


69.1 


60.5 


49.5 


81.8 
61.2 


36.2 
35.9 


May  2 

May  2 


24.5 
22.5 


28.2 
24.0 


31.7 
30.5 


45.3 


May  3 


28.2 


28.2 


27.5 


48.9 


May  3 


30.8,  30.8 


30.8 


37.9 


81.8 


66.4 


59.8 


May  3 


35.0 


49.5 


April26.  25.2 
April26j  22.8 


35.2 


35.4 


26.7  {  23.4 

24.8  .  21.2 


70.6 
59.2 


April27.  35.8,    35.5   :  30.8 


Source:  Intelligence  Bulletin,  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee j  and  the  Dairy 
Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  USD A 
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WARM  WEATHER  IMPROVES 
PERUVIAN  RICE  CROP 

Unusually  warm  weather  in  the  main  rice -producing  areas 
along  the  western  coast  has  appreciably  improved  prospects 
for  Peru's  1957  rice  crop.    Harvesting  is  now  starting.  Even 
though  drought  caused  a  reduction  of  12,000  acres  in  acreage 
and  planting  was  from  3  to  h  weeks  late,  Peru's  rice  crop  is 
now  expected  to  be  only  a  little  less  than  last  year. 

Because  shortages  were  being  felt  and  prospects  were  for 
a  decline  in  rice  production,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
issued  a  number  of  import  licenses  in  mid -April.  Purchases 
for  delivery  in  April  and  May  totaled  approximately  20,000 
metric  tons. 

Supplies  are  now  believed  to  be  ample  until  the  1957  crop 
becomes  available  for  distribution.    Ecuadoran  rice,  a  low- 
quality  rice,  reportedly  was  imported  at  a  price  of  $6.12  to 
$6.35  per  100  pounds. 

U.S.  ONION  EXPORTS  TO  IRELAND 
INCREASED  SHARPLY 

During  the  first  quarter  of  1957 >  Ireland  imported  12,000 

sacks  (50-lb.)  of  onions  from  the  United  States.    This  is  in 

contrast  to  a  total  import  of  only  3>000  sacks  of  United  States 

onions  during  the  same  period  last  year. 

The  increase  was  largely  a  result  of  relatively  short  wint 
onion  crops  in  European  producing  areas. 

CITRUS  CANCER  STRIKES 
SAO  PAULO  GROVES 

A  disease  known  as  citric  cancer  (Xanthomonas-citri )  has 
been  found  in  the  Alto  Sorocabana  region  of  the  state  of  Sao 
Paulo,  Brazil. 

In  some  areas,  up  to  90  percent  of  the  trees  are  reported 
infected,  and  the  disease  is  spreading  widely  through  the  state 
Authorities  have  agreed  that  the  only  means  of  control  is  to 
burn  every  plant  and  tree  in  the  infected  areas.    The  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Sao  Paulo  state  authorities  are  taking  steps 
to  accomplish  the  burning. 

The  Alto  Sorocabana  region  is  not  an  important  area  in 
citrus  fruit  production  at  present  but  was  thought  to  have  had 
excellent  possibilities. 
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U.K.  ANNOUNCES  QUOTA  FOR 
U.S.  AND  CANADIAN  APPLES 

A  United  Kingdom  apple  quota  authorizing  imports  valued  at  $3. 5  mil- 
lion from  the  United  States  and  Canada,  with  licenses  not  valid  until 
November  16,  was  announced  May  25.    Imports  between  November  16  and  December 
31  will  be  limited  to  $8^0,000.    The  early  announcement  was  made  to  help 
producers  plan  marketing  arrangements.    This  program  is  the  same  as  that 
of  last  year. 

MEXICO  HARVESTING 
RECORD  WHEAT  CROP 

Mexico  is  harvesting  a  record  wheat  crop,  according  to  recent  reports. 

The  harvest  now  under  way  is  forecast  at  the  all-time  record  figure  of  1+7. 8 

million  bushels.    This  would  exceed  by  8  percent  the  previous  record  of  hk 
million  bushels  in  1956. 

A  crop  of  the  size  predicted  would  be  3  times  as  large  as  the  19^+5-^9 
average  and  would  cover  present  domestic  requirements  with  a  slight  sur- 
plus.   That  surplus  added  to  carry-over  at  the  beginning  of  the  current 
season  is  the  equivalent  of  2  months'  consumption. 

Inadequate  storage  facilities  for  a  supply  as  large  as  predicted 
creates  a  problem,  and  some  thought  is  being  given  to  the  possibility  of 
exporting  a  moderate  quantity  of  wheat  to  the  Far  East  or  to  Europe  this 
season. 

During  the  first  half  of  1956  about  3  million  bushels  of  wheat  were 
imported  under  an  agreement  with  the  United  States  Commodity  Credit  Corpo- 
ration calling  for  the  exchange  of  fluorspar  for  United  States  wheat.  No 
wheat  was  imported  during  the  second  half  of  1956. 

ARGENTINA  TO  SUPPLY  SMALL  GRAINS 
AT  SUPPORT  PRICES 

Argentina  is  supplying  pig  and  poultry  breeders  with  wheat  and  other 
small  grains  for  feed  at  support  prices,  according  to  an  announcement  in 
the  Review  of  the  River  Plate.    The  move  is  aimed  at  reducing  domestic 
consumption  of  corn  and  thereby  freeing  more  of  that  small  crop  for  export. 

The  minimum  basic  price  for  wheat  is  presently  $1.13  per  bushel  in 
United  States  equivalent,  while  feed  barley  is  67  cents  per  bushel.  Prices 
announced  for  the  crop  now  being  planted  are  at  a  higher  rate  than  those 
quoted  above. 

Offerings  by  the  National  Grain  Board  at  the  prices  quoted  are  to  be 
made  only  to  pig  and  poultry  breeders.    Purchases  are  to  be  made  through 
rural  associations  and  cooperatives. 
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AUSTRALIA  INTRODUCES 
WHEAT  LEGISLATION 

Following  discussions  between  Australia's  State  Department 
of  Agriculture,  the  Federal  Wheat  Grower's  Association,  and  the 
Commonwealth  Government,  bills  have  been  introduced  into  the 
Australian  House  of  Representatives  to  establish  the  Wheat 
Research  Trust  Fund  and  to  pass  the  Wheat  Tax  Act  of  1957* 

Under  the  Wheat  Tax  Act  of  1957  a  tax  of  a  set  amount  per 
bushel  would  be  levied  on  wheat  delivered  to  the  Australian 
Wheat  Board,  and  would  be  withheld  from  the  first  advance  paid 
to  growers.    The  Wheat  Research  Trust  Fund  would  provide  for 
expansion  of  wheat  research  through  the  facilities  of  indi- 
vidual states,  thus  establishing  a  system  similar  to  that  now 
employed  in  the  United  States  by  some  wheat-producing  states. 
The  growers '  contribution  to  the  fund  would  be  supplemented  by 
a  grant  from  the  Commonwealth  Government  which  might  be  equal 
to  the  growers'  contribution,  although  no  definite  guarantee 
in  this  respect  has  been  given. 


CANADA  MAKES  FINAL  PAYMENT 
FOR  1955  WHEAT  CROP 

The  Canadian  Wheat  Board  on  May  22  began  mailing  final 
payment  checks  to  farmers  on  their  1955  wheat  delivered  to 
elevators.    Prices  received  by  farmers  for  the  1955  crop  were 
lower  for  the  respective  grades  than  for  the  previous  year. 
The  final  payment  for  No.  1  Manitoba  delivered  at  the  Lakehead 
brought  the  price  to  160.7  cents  per  bushel,  compared  with 
16^.8  cents  for  the  195^-  crop.    Final  prices  paid  for  other 
grades  were  also  lower  than  the  previous  year. 

The  lower  prices  for  the  1955  crop  are  based  on  (l) 
somewhat  lower  transfer  price  of  the  unsold  wheat  to  the 
new  account,  and  (2)  somewhat  lower  prices  realized  from 
sales  during  the  past  year. 


CORRECTION 

In  the  article  "Argentina  Announces  New  Minimum  Prices 
for  Grains,"  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  June  3>  1957 }  page  23, 
new  grain  prices  quoted  were  for  1957-58  (not  1956-57)* 
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NEW  ZEALAND  MEAT 
EXPORTS  RISE 

New  Zealand's  meat  exports  for  the  1955-56  season  (April-March)  were 
about  7  percent  greater  than  in  the  195^-55  season.    As  usual,  lamb  ex- 
ports, which  totaled  ^52.7  million  pounds,  comprised  the  major    and  most 
valuable  portion  of  the  883.8  million  pounds  exported.    The  United  King- 
dom, which  took  82  percent  of  New  Zealand's  meat  exports,  continues  to 
be  its  chief  customer,  although  shipments  to    other  parts  of  the  world 
are  growing.    Western  Europe  has  become  an  important  importer  of  New 
Zealand's  frozen  boneless  beef  and  veal. 

CANADIAN  HOG  SLAUGHTER 
TO  CONTINUE  LOW 

Hog  marketings  in  Canada  during  July-September  1957  are  expected  to 
be  about  8  percent  below  those  of  last  year,  according  to  latest  official 
forecasts.    Marketings  during  April-June  1957  are  estimated  at  about  16 
percent  below  the  same  period  in  195$ • 

Inspected  slaughter  during  the  first  quarter  of  1957  totaled 
lj336,0OO  head,  12  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 

The  present  estimate  of  hog  marketings  is  a  downward  revision  of 
earlier  forecasts  of  the  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture.  Previous 
estimates  of  numbers  on  farms  indicated  a  larger  slaughter  in  the  first 
part  of  1957  than  actually  occurred.    Returns  from  the  June  1956  agri- 
cultural census  indicated  that  hog  numbers  on  farms  were  overestimated 
last  year . 

INSPECTED  HOG  SLAUGHTER :    Canada,  quarterly  and  yearly,  actual  1953-56  and 
January -March  1957*  forecast  April- June  and  July -Sept ember  1957 


Period       ;  1953  ;  195*1  ;  1955  1956  1957 

j  1,000  head  '1, 000  head jl, 000  head [1, 000  head  ;i,000  head 

Jan. -March  :  1,306  :  1,152  :  l,kO0  :  1,532  :  1,336 

April-June  :  1,186  :  1,109  :  1,377  :  1,^76  :l/l,225 

July-Sept  :  888  :  973  :  1,190  :  1,177  : 1/1,036 

Oct. -Dec  :  l,2ik  :  1,1+19  :  1,577  :  1*363  :  2/ 

Year  :  ^,59^  :  ^,653  ;  5,5kk  :  5,5^8  \  2/ 


1/  Estimated  from  forecast  of  marketings .  2/  Not  available . 
Source :    Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture 
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AUSTRALIAN  MEAT  PRODUCTION  RISES 

Australian  meat  production,  which  dropped  during  1956,  showed  an 
upward  trend  during  the  first  quarter  of  1957* 

Dry  weather  conditions  are  worrying  Australian  producers;  the  drought 
is  serious  in  a  number  of  areas.    Although  dry  pasture  growth  is  available 
from  the  abnormal  rains  of  last  year,  the  quality  of  the  grass  has  deterio- 
rated over  the  last  k  months.    Rainfall  this  year  in  most  grazing  areas  has 
not  been  enough  to  provide  good  grazing  during  the  coming  Australian  fall 
and  winter. 

Excellent  grazing  conditions  and  good  wool  prices  caused  a  sharp 
increase  in  livestock  numbers  last  year,  with  a  consequent  drop  in 
slaughter.    Since  the  first  of  1957>  a  shift  toward  higher  slaughter  and 
meat  production  has  become  evident.    Sheep  producers  are  moving  considera- 
ble numbers  of  cull  animals  to  market  in  an  effort  to  reduce  their  flocks 
for  the  anticipated  hard  winter.    Meat  production  is  rising  more  rapidly 
than  slaughter,  as  many  animals  now  being  offered  on  the  markets  are  older 
and  heavier  than  usual. 


CUBAN  LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER 
SHOWS  SLIGHT  INCREASE 

Estimated  Cuban  slaughter  of  all  types  of  livestock  showed  a  slight 
rise  during  the  period  January-March  1957  over  the  same  period  in  1956* 

Although  there  was  a  drought  throughout  the  island  during  the  first 
quarter  of  1957*  no  shortage  of  slaughter  cattle  developed.    However,  a 
controversy  between  producers  and  dealers  slowed  deliveries  to  Havana 
during  April.    Producers  have  been  pressing  for  an  increase  in  the  ceiling 
prices  for  cattle.    It  is  reported  that  cattle  are  selling  at  "black 
market"  prices. 

Slight  increases  in  hog  slaughter  are  attributed  to  improved  feeding 
practices  and  a  buildup  in  breeding  stock.    A  number  of  purebred  hogs 
were  imported  from  the  United  States  during  1956". 


ESTIMATED  LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTION:  Cuba 
 January-March  1956  and  1957     


Year 

J  Cattle  j 

•  ■ 

Hogs           Sheep  '. 

Goats 

Meat 
produced  l/ 

• 
• 

1,000  head 

:  Mil.  lb. 

• 

200    :           9  : 

8  I 

12.3 

1957.. 

203    :          9  : 

9  • 

12.6 

1/  Carcass  weight  basis. 
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NEW  LIVESTOCK  RESEARCH  CENTER 
PLANNED  FOR  BRAZIL 

The  Brazilian  Ministry  of  Agriculture  plans  to  establish  a  livestock 
research  center  on  Mara jo  Island  at  the  mouth  of  the  Amazon  River. 

The  new  center  would  be  located  at  the  present  artificial  insemina- 
tion post  near  the  town  of  Soure.  Mara jo  Island  is  an  important  cattle - 
producing  area  with  an  estimated  cattle  population  of  650,000  head. 


U.  K.  BEEF  IMPORTS  DOWN 

The  United  Kingdom* s  beef  imports,  totaling  326  million  pounds 
(product  weight)  during  January-March  1956,  dropped  12  percent  to  about 
290  million  pounds  during  the  first  quarter  of  1957.    A  21  percent  rise 
in  chilled  beef  and  veal  imports  did  not  offset  the  decline  in  canned 
and  frozen  beef  and  veal. 

Domestic  production  during  the  period  rose  sharply  over  last  year 
and  combined  with  a  moderate  decrease  in  stocks  to  offset  the  drop  in 
imports.    During  the  first  quarter  of  1957  apparent  domestic  consumption 
rose  to  760  million  pounds,  an  increase  of  10  percent  over  the  same 
period  in  1956. 


BEEF  AND  VEAL:    United  Kingdom  imports  (product  weight) , 
annual  1955  and  1956,  January-March  1955-57 


Commodity 

1  1955 

1956 

[                January -March 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Mil.  lb.  ' 

<          268  ■ 
;  520 
:  233 

Mil.  lb.  ' 

:  579 
\  hok 

:  197 

Mil.  lb.  ' 

!      5^  : 
\  16k 

\          h9  - 

Mil.  lb.  ' 

\         H4-1  • 
:  130 

:  55 

Mil.  lb. 

:  170 
:  75 
:  ^5 

Other  not  canned. 

:  1,021 

1,180  - 

:  267 

326 

290 

Source:    Commonwealth  Intelligence  Bulletin. 
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HCG  NUMBERS  IN  RED  CHINA  DROP 

Red  China,  which  has  the  largest  hog  population  in  the  world, 
has  recorded  a  sharp  decline  in  hog  numbers  during  1955  and  1956, 
according  to  Communist  sources.    Although  there  are  conflicting 
reports  as  to  the  total  number  of  hogs  on  farms  in  1955  and  1956, 
all  sources  agree  that  there  has  been  a  drop  from  the  high  level 
of  I95I4-. 

Many  peasant  farmers  are  reported  to  have  slaughtered  their 
animals  rather  than  take  artificially  low  compensation  for  turning 
them  over  to  collective  farms  during  the  mass  collectivizations  of 
1955  and  1956.    In  addition,  there  has  been  a  serious  shortage  of 
feed  grain  due  to  heavy  floods  in  195*+  and  forced  deliveries  of 
grain  to  the  State.    Communist  sources  report  that  the  breeding 
and  feeding  program  has  suffered  from  lack  of  clear  ownership  and 
responsibility  for  animals  on  State  farms. 

Reliable  sources  indicate  that  exports  of  pork  will  drop 
considerably  during  1957 •    China  has  been  exporting  considerable 
pork  to  the  U.S.S.R. 

Work  stock  also  declined  during  1956.    Here  again  many  farmers 
preferred  to  slaughter  their  animals  than  turn  them  over  to  the 
collective  farms. 

Numbers  of  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  and  camels  are  reported  to 
have  risen  slightly  in  1956.    The  majority  of  these  animals  are 
in  the  arid  northwest  of  China  where  collectivization  has  not 
been  strongly  enforced. 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF 
CATTLE  RISE 

United  States'  exports  of  breeding  cattle  during  the  period 
January-March  1957  rose  sharply  over  those  for  the  same  period 
last  year,  continuing  the  trend  which  brought  breeding  cattle 
exports  during  1956  to  a  near-record  level. 

Mexico,  the  most  important  market  for  United  States'  livestock 
took  16,521  head  of  breeding  cattle,  or  87  percent  of  the  total. 
The  majority  of  these  animals  were  purchased  with  funds  made  availa 
ble  by  a  $5  million  loan  from  the  Export-Import  Bank  last  October. 
The  funds  from  this  loan  have  been  exhausted,  and  Mexico  has 
applied  to  the  Export-Import  Bank  for  another  $5  million  to  finance 
the  importation  of  additional  breeding  stock.    These  animals  will 
be  acquired  in  the  United  States. 


June  10,  1957 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


19 


United.  States  imports  of  cattle  from  Mexico  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1957  were  about  double  the  small  imports  of  a  year  earlier.    Imports  from 
Canada,  however,  were  small. 


CATTLE:    U.  S.  exports  and  imports,  January -March  1955-57 


Exports 


i  1955 

.  1956 

1957 

.  1955 

.  1956 

1957 

:    1,000  ' 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

*                I1C.  CLVJ. 

head 

head 

head 

1 1C.  CLvJ. 

V")  pQ(^ 

I1C.  Ctvl 

S laughter  and  dairy: 

ItC)lf 

5,2^6 

'  9,601 

:  6,616 

k,k7k 

:         90  : 

111 

:       357  ' 

760 

:       375  ' 

118,595 

35,511 

70,968 

2 

j  1 

12k 

:  9^3 

6,15^  ' 

^,802 

'128,196 

•  1+2,127 

:  75,^6 

Breeding: 

■  151 

:  202 

:  168 

3,1^8 

:  ^,276 

3A57 

:  3U6 

652 

536 

:  1,7^6 

'  16,521 

5 

:  3,683 

^,235 

1,790 

h 

13 

78 

:  5,926 

9,llh 

19,015 

3A52 

l+,289 

I  6,869 

15,868 

23,817 

131, 3^8 

1+6,1+16 

78,650 

Imports 


Source:    U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


RHODESIA  AND  MAS  ALAND 
EXPORT  LESS  MEAT 


Since  the  creation  of  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  in  1953, 
the  new  state  has  changed  from  an  important  exporter  to  a  net  importer  of 
meat.    Rapid  industrial  development  and  a  rising  standard  of  living  have 
sharply  increased  the  meat  consumption  of  the  Federation's  growing  population. 
Although  livestock  numbers  have  risen  during  the  past  decase,  meat  production 
has  not  kept  pace  with  the  increased  demand. 


Most  of  the  imported  carcass  beef  comes  from  Bechuanaland,  while  imports 
of  canned  and  preserved  meat  are  mostly  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa  and 
the  United  Kingdom.    Major  importers  of  Federation  meat  are  the  Belgian  Congo, 
Mozambique,  and  the  United  Kingdom.     (Table  follows) 
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MEAT  TRADE :    Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland,  195^-56 


Year 

Imports 

Exports 

Wet  trade 

imports  + 
exports  - 

Carcass1 Other  meat:  Total 
h«^f    :        1/       :  1/ 

Carcass  :  Other  meat:  Total 
heef      :        l/       :  l/ 

195^  

1955  

2,180 

15,9^5' 
:  15,206 

1,000  113.- 

:  ^,259 
3,681 

>M36 

6,^39 
19,626 
.  19,3^2 

16,000: 
10,832 
6,326 

1,000  113.- 

11, 99^  : 

:       6,628  : 

:  5,587 

27,99^ 
17^60 

:  11,913 

1,000  lb. 

:    -  21,555 
:    +  2,166 
:    +  7,^29 

1/  Converted  to  carcass  weight  "basis. 


Source:    Central  African  Statistical  Office  and  FAS  Reports. 


PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE  FOR  1957 
FRENCH  CHERRY  CROP 

France's  1957  cherry  crop,  unofficially  forecast  as  90,000  short  tons, 
■while  10  percent  larger  than  the  1956  freeze -damaged  production,  is  regarded 
as  normal.    The  1957  crop,  however,  is  2  weeks  later  than  usual. 

From  one -fifth  to  one -fourth  of  the  French  cherry  crop  is  annually  pro- 
cessed into  glaced  cherries.    It  is  estimated  that  ahout  one-fourth  of  the 
1957  crop,  or  21,500  tons,  will  "be  made  into  glaced  cherries,  a  volume 
slightly  ahove  average.    The  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  are  the 
principal  importers  of  French  glaced  cherries.    Together,  they  accounted  for 
90  percent  of  the  past  season's  exports. 


Tahle  1. --CHERRIES,  FRESH:  France,  supply  and  distribution, 
 seasons  "beginning  August  1,  1955-57  


Item 

:         1955  I 

Preliminary 
1956 

Forecast 
1957  1/ 

:    Short  tons  : 

Short  tons  : 

Short  tons 

81,600 

:  90_,000 

Utilization: 

 :  20,550 

 :  71,050 

:  20,900 
:  60,700 

:  21,500 
:  68,500 

:  81,600 

90,000 

l/  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  trade  estimates. 
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Cherries  in  brine  are  also  imported  into  France  from  Italy  and 
Spain  for  use  in  processing  glace  cherries.  French  Customs  does  not 
segregate  these  from  other  fruit  imported  in  brine. 


Table  2 . --CHERRIES,  PROCESSED:    France  supply  and  distribution, 


seasons 

beginning  Aug.  1,  1955-57 

Glace  cherries 

• 

:  1955 

't  Preliminary 
195° 

Forecast 
1957 

:  Short  tons 

• 

:    Short  tons 

:  Short  tons 

i  800 
:  16,100 

:  500 
:  16,500 

16,900 

17,000 

3,800  ; 
y  12,700  : 
1+00  : 

3,800 
12,700 
500 

•  • 

16,900  • 

17,000 

1/  Estimated. 


Though  French  Customs  does  not  list  exports  of  glace  cherries  sepa- 
rately, it  is  known  that  of  the  confectionery  manufactured  from  cherries 
more  than  95  percent  is  glaced.    The  United  Kingdom  easily  qualifies  as 
the  largest  importer  of  French  glace  cherries.    Exports  of  glace  cherries 
have  increased,  but  the  trade  does  not  look  forward  to  appreciable  expan- 
sion during  the  1957-58  season. 


Table  3 . --CHERRIES,  PROCESSED;    France,  exports  of  sugar-candied  fruit, 
peels,  parts  of  plants  (drained,  glace,  crystalized)  I955-I957 


n      j_        _  ,                          :Calendar  yr. 
Country  of  destination          .  1955 

: Calendar  yr. 
:  1956 

:  Jan-lvkrch 
:  1957 

:  Short  tons 

• 
t 

Union  of  South  Africa  •  280 

:  Short  tons 

1  2,627 
8,727 
267  : 
258  : 
2k2  : 
185  : 
550  : 

:  Short  tons 

:  569 
:  750 

85 
kk 
20 
130 

•  t 

12,856  \ 

1,598 
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PHILIPPINES  PLAN  ERECTION 
OF  FLOUR  MILL 

Establishment  of  the  first  Philippine  wheat  flour  mill  has  "been 
approved  by  the  Philippine  Central  Bank  Monetary  Board.    No  date  has  been 
set  for  the  start  of  construction.    It  is  understood  that  the  mill  will  be 
located  on  the  Pasig  River. 

In  approving  erection  of  the  mill  the  Monetary  Board  specified  that 
the  following  conditions  would  have  to  be  met:    (l)  that  most  of  the  wheat 
be  acquired  under  United  States  surplus  disposal  programs;  (2)  that  the 
millfs  originally  proposed  100,000  tons  annual  capacity  be  reduced  to 
50,000  tons  (about  25  percent  of  Philippine  requirements);  (3)  that  wheat 
flour  from  Canada,  Australia,  and  the  United  States  remain  decontrolled 
and  that  dollars  continue  to  be  made  freely  available  to  flour  importers; 
and  ( k)  that  efforts  be  made  to  encourage  the  mixture  of  cassava  and 
coconut  flours  with  wheat  flour. 


HAITI  COMPLETING 
FIRST  FLOUR  MILL 

Haiti's  first  flour  mill,  under  construction  12  miles  north  of 
Port-au-Prince,  is  nearing  completion.    The  U.  S. -financed  mill, 
started  a  little  more  than  10  months  ago,  was  scheduled  to  begin  operating 
in  mid-June.    Political  disturbances  in  the  country  appear  to  have  caused 
no  delay  in  the  schedule. 

The  mill,  working  at  full  capacity  of  3*500  hundredweight  of  flour 
daily,  would  be  capable  of  filling  Haiti's  flour  requirement,  with  some 
surplus  for  export.    About  three  quarters  of  that  output  is  expected  to 
move  into  domestic  market  channels  and  the  remainder  contracted  for  sale 
in  eastern  Cuba  and  other  Caribbean  areas. 

Both  United  States  and  Canadian  wheats  are  to  be  milled.  Deep-water 
vessels  can  discharge  grain  at  a  1,000-foot  pier  built  on  Port-au-Prince 
bay.    Storage  capacity  at  the  mill  is  set  at  500,000  bushels.    When  the 
mill  is  in  operation,  only  very  minor  quantities  of  United  States  flour 
are  expected  to  be  imported. 

No  market  has  yet  been  found  for  feeds  produced  as  a  by-product  of 
the  milling  operation.  It  is  hoped  that  such  feeds  will  be  absorbed  by 
markets  locally  and  in  other  areas  of  the  Caribbean. 

The  new  mill,  the  project  of  the  U.S. -financed  Societe' Haitienne  de 
Minoterie,  is  exempt  from  taxes  for  the  first  5  years  of  operation.  It 
is  also  provided  by  Haitian  law  that  20  Haitians  must  be  employed  for  each 
foreigner. 
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BELGIUM'S  COTTON  IMPORTS  AND 
CONSUMPTION  AT  HIGH  LEVEL 

Belgium's  cotton  imports  during  August -Dec ember  1956  were  199*000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross) ,  28  percent  more  than  imports  of  156,000  bales  in  August- 
December  1955*  and  the  highest  level  reported  since  1951* 

Imports  from  the  United  States  also  were  at  the  highest  level  in  5  years, 
amounting  to  85,000  bales,  1+3  percent  of  the  total  in  August -December  1956. 
This  was  a  sharp  increase  from  imports  of  13,000  bales  or  8  percent  of  the 
total  a  year  earlier.    Other  principal  suppliers  in  the  current  period,  with 
comparable  1955  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Belgian  Congo  35*000  bales 
'27,000);  Mexico  3^,000  (^0,000);  and  Peru  22,000  (8,000).    Larger  imports 
from  the  United  States  were  attributed  to  several  factors,  but  the  most 
important  was  the  competitive  price  level  of  United  States  cotton  under  the 
1956-57  program  for  exports  from  stocks  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
(CCC) . 

Cotton  consumption  in  Belgium  during  August -January  1956-57  also  was  at 
the  highest  level  in  5  years,  amounting  to  239*000  bales,  7  percent  more 
than  consumption  of  22^,000  bales  a  year  earlier.    Consumption  of  United  States 
cotton  was  60,000  bales  or  25  percent  of  the  total  in  the  current  period, 
sharply  above  consumption  of  20,000  bales,  9  percent  of  the  total  in  August- 
January  1955-56. 

Stocks  of  raw  cotton  held  by  spinning  mills  at  the  end  of  January  1957 
totaled  115,000  bales,  ho  percent  above  stocks  held  3  months  ago,  but  about 
the  same  level  as  on  January  31*  1956.    Stocks  of  United  States  cotton 
increased  substantially  during  the  last  quarter.    They  represented  about  kQ 
percent  of  stocks  on  January  31*  1957*  compared  with  22  percent  at  the  end 
of  October  1956,  and  6  percent  on  January  31*  1956. 

Cotton  prices  in  Belgium  remained  fairly  stable  during  the  first  6  months 
of  the  1956-57  season,  largely  attributed  by  representatives  of  the  Belgian 
cotton  trade  to  the  CCC  program  and  its  stabilizing  effect  on  world  market 
prices.    If  prices  of  United  States  cotton  remain  competitive  with  those  for 
other  growths,  trade  representatives  expect  imports  of  United  States  cotton 
in  1957-58  to  account  for  about  70  percent  of  total  cotton  imports. 

Production  of  cotton  yarn  during  the  quarter  ending  January  31*  1957* 
totaled  26,860  metric  tons.    This  was  an  increase  of  k.5  percent  over  the 
preceding  quarter,  and  5.7  percent  over  the  corresponding  quarter  a  year  ago. 
Cotton  yarn  production  during  the  calendar  year  1956  averaged  8,053  metric 
tons  per  month,  compared  with  7,889  metric  tons  in  1955*  and  8,227  in  195^. 

Production  of  cotton  fabrics  in  Belgium  during  the  quarter  ending  January 
31,  1957*  amounted  to  23*2^3  metric  tons,  11.2  percent  above  the  preceding 
quarter,  and  15.7  percent  more  than  during  the  comparable  period  a  year  ago. 
Average  monthly  production  during  the  calendar  year  1956  was  6,636  metric  tons, 
compared  with  6,175  metric  tons  per  month  in  1955*  6,k2k  in  195U,  and  5*553 
in  1953. 
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SUDAN  RESUMES  SALES  OF 
COTTON  BY  AUCTION 

The  Sudan  Gezira  Board,  which  markets  about  75  percent  of  the  cotton 
grown  in  the  Sudan,  resumed  its  system  of  selling  cotton  by  auction  on 
May  31*  1957.    The  auction  system  was  temporarily  discontinued  April  15 
with  a  shift  to  the  sale  of  cotton  by  tender.    Days  on  which  auctions  will 
be  held  and  conditions  of  sale  will  be  the  same  as  those  in  effect  prior 
to  the  inception  of  tender-selling. 


JAPAN'S  SOYBEAN  IMPORTS  IN  1957 
MAY  EQUAL  1955  RECORD 

Japan's  program  for  the  1957  fiscal  year,  which  began  April  1,  calls 
for  soybean  imports  of  31*2  million  bushels  (850,000  metric  tons),  10  per 
cent  more  than  the  revised  fiscal  1956  program.    As  a  result,  imports  of 
soybeans  in  calendar  1957  may  approach  the  record  of  nearly  30  million 
bushels  (808,177  tons)  imported  in  1955^     (For  other  years  and  country 
breakdown,  see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  11,  19570 


SOYBEANS:    Japanese  import  program,  Japanese  fiscal  years, 
beginning  April  1,  1956  and  1957 


Program 
breakdown 

:    1956  1/ 

:  1957 

;  1st  half  2/ 

;  2nd  half  2/ 

',  Total 

Under  foreign 
exchange 
allocation: 
Oil  crushing 

Oil  exports. 

Automatic 
approval  k/ . 

Total  5/. . 

:  1,000 
:    metric  tons 

:  U38 
:  201 
:  86 
:  20 

20 

:  1,000 
:    metric  tons 

:          295  : 
:           70  : 

'           35  : 
10  : 

10 

:  1,000 
metric  tons 

305 
70 
35 
10 

10  : 

1,000 
!    metric  tons 

600 

:  iko 

:  70 
20 

20 

,765  : 

1+20 

1+30  ; 

850 

1/  Revised  Oct.  1,  1956.     2/  Preliminary.     3/  Cake  used  for  feed,  k/  From 
Brazil,  for  all  uses.     5/  Excludes  quantities  to  be  imported  for  manufac- 
ture of  monosodium  glutamate  and  soy  sauce  for  export,  estimated  at  15,000 
tons. 


Source:    Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 
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The  larger  import  program  reflects  the  poor  1956  Japanese 
crop  and  an  expected  rise  in  consumption. 

The  United  States  is  expected  to  continue  to  provide  the 
hulk  of  Japan's  soybean  imports  as  in  recent  years,  particularly 
since  U.  S.  soybean  prices  are  quite  competitive  with  export 
prices  asked  for  Chinese  "beans,    Japan's  growing  foreign  exchange 
difficulties  give  rise  to  the  possibility  that  the  government  may 
decide  to  import  Chinese  beans  on  barter  account,  rather  than 
under  the  "global  foreign  currency  allocation  system." 


HIGH  WINDS  DAMAGE 
HONDURAN  BANANAS 

On  May  23  and  2k  storms  of  hurricane  force  severely  damaged 
Honduran  banana  plantations.    Preliminary  estimates  indicate  that 
approximately  3  million  banana  plants  were  blown  down.  Shipments 
of  bananas  will  be  curtailed  for  about  6  months. 


WEST  GERMANY'S  IMPORTS 
OF  OILSEEDS  (CORRECTION) 

In  Table  2,  page  7  of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  June  3j  1957> 
the  figures  for  West  Germany's  imports  of  edible  oil-bearing  materials 
(left  side  of  table)  were  erroneously  transposed  by  one  line.    All  , 
figures  in  the  first  8  lines  of  column  2  should  therefore  be  read 
against  the  commodity  specified  in  the  next  lower  line  of  the  stub. 


MALAYA'S  COPRA.,  COCONUT  OIL  EXPORTS  IN  FIRST 
QUARTER  OF  1957  UP  SHARPLY  FROM  19 56 

Malaya's  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  during  the  first 
quarter  of  1957*  totaling  ^2,105  long  tons  in  oil  equivalent, 
were  up  nearly  three-fourths  from  the  first  3  months  of  1956. 

Copra  exports  in  January-March  1957  were  2k}2kG  long  tons, 
over  k  times  the  shipments  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1956. 
India  was  the  largest  buyer  of  Malayan  copra,  as  Ceylon — the 
traditional  supplier — was  reportedly  unable  to  supply  copra  at 
competitive  prices,    Malaya  imported  35^523  tons  of  copra  during 
the  first  3  months  of  1957>  an  increase  of  nearly  one-third  over 
1956.     Supplies  of  Indonesian  copra  increased  in  recent  months, 
enabling  Singapore  oil  mills  to  expand  their  output  after 
restricting  operations  during  the  early  months  of  1956  due  to  a 
shortage  of  copra,    (Continued  on  following  page) 
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Table  1. --COPRA:    Malaya,  exports  and  imports,  long  tons,  average  1935-39, 
annual  1955  and  1956,    January-March    1956  and  1957 


Country 


Average 
1935-39 


1955 


1956  1/ 


January -March 


1956 


1957  1/ 


Exports :  : 

Denmark  : 

France  : 

Italy  : 

Netherlands  : 

Norway  : 

Poland  .....: 

Spain  : 

Sweden  : 

United  Kingdom  : 

:  West -Germany  :2/ 

Other  Europe  :"" 

India  : 

Japan  : 

Other  Asia  : 

Other  countries  ..: 


2,050 
8,578 
11,322 
28,956 

M03 
3,358 


1,850 
57,750 
^6,38^ 

2,825 
535 

2,U83 

959 
19.938 


2,600 
1,9^8 
150 
12,695 
1,375 

9,917 
1,600 


1,61+5 


3/ 


3, 
1,800 
1,2U7 

U,826 

363 


950 
1+,100 

525 
1,900 
l+,200 

hoh 

1,^50 
1,350 
18,210 

2,819 
1,100 


3/ 


530 

100 

800 
2,^50 


1,000 

295 


hoo 


21,631 
hi2 
1,203 

600 


Total  ':  191,691 

Imports :  : 

British  possessions...:  10,617 

Indonesia  :  105,500 

Other  countries  ;  2,13^ 


U2,4l9 


39,333 


5,717 


2l+,2l+6 


1,966 

113,577 
1,952 


l+,078 

116,875 

928 


339 
26,338 

237 


3,296 
32,022 
205 


Total  :  118,251 


117,^95 


121,881 


,26,91^ 


35,523 


1/  Preliminary.     2/  Total  Germany.     3/  All  to  Finland. 
Compiled  from  official  statistics. 

Coconut  oil  exports  in  the  first  quarter  of  1957  totaled  26,830  long 
tons,  28  percent  over  the  first  3  months  of  1956.    Sales  to  France,  Italy, 
the  Netherlands,  West  Germany,  U.S.S.R.,  Yugoslavia,  Burma,  Formosa,  India, 
and  Pakistan  increased  from  1956,  while  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
China,  Hong  Kong,  and  Egypt  were  considerably  lower  than  January-March  1956 
exports . 
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Average  monthly  prices  in  Singapore  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  for  the  first 
3  months  of  1957  were  slightly  higher  than  in  the  first  quarter  of  1956.  In 
April,  copra  prices  fell  from  M$29.50  per  picul  ($163.55  per  long  ton)  to  M$27 
($1*19.69)  because  India,  having  procured  sufficient  supplies  for  immediate 
requirements,  withdrew  from  the  market.    Coconut  oil  prices  also  dropped. 

Table  2. --COCONUT  OIL:    Malaya,  exports  and  imports,  long  tons,  average 
1935-39,  annual  1955  and  1956,  and  January -March  1956  and  1957 


Country  I 1935^39  I    1955     :1956  ^ 


Exports:                                          :  :  :  :  : 

France  i  100*.  1,938 :  l,*i*t2:  5*15:  1,509 

Italy  :  20:  10, 0*49 :  9,567:  l/3*»6:  5,065 

Netherlands  :  822:  10,663:  2*1 ,1*15:  1,363:  *i,26o 

Sweden  :  185 :  2,007:  3,003:  566: 

United  Kingdom  :  8,857:  15,3^3:  1*1,907:  8,*i07:  833 

West  Germany  :  2/  100 :  8,971:  11,388:  1,526:  2,896 

Other  Europe  ...  :  190:3./  1,13*1  :*i/ll,  801:  5/  872:  6/  1,897 

Burma  :  3,908:  6,*i8l:  *i,9*i5:  57*i :  *i,801 

China  :  2,028:  l*t,97*i:  500:  500: 

Formosa  :  ---  :  787:  299:  9:  301 

Hong  Kong  :  1,391:  1,*#5:"  3*i0:  135 

India  :  22,500;  11,559:  10,090;  2,539:  3,296 

Indonesia  :  3,119:  &M'i  235:  52:  59 

Pakistan  :  —:  867:  3*>2:  50:  96 

Egypt  :  3,295:  926.  1,815 :  *^90: 

Union  of  South  Africa  :  325:  2,676;  5,752:  1,286.  1,055 

Other  countries  :  269:  1,786.  2,628.  *)97:  627 


Total  :    *47t109:    91,826:  10*4 ,28U :    20,962;  26,830 


Imports:                                           :  :  :  :  : 

British  possessions  :  16:  562;  1,1*15:  167:  309 

Indonesia  :  328:  89:  8:  1:  21 

Other  countries  :  229:  — :  — :  — :  — 


Total  :         573:         651:      1,153:         168.  330 


1/  Preliminary.    2/  Total  Germany.    3/  Includes  595  tons  to  Yugoslavia.    *l /  In- 
cludes  9,*l00  tons  to  U.S.S.E.  and  1,572  tons  to  Yugoslavia.    5/  Includes  E00  tons 
to  U.S'.S.R.  and  72  tons  to  Yugoslavia.    6/  Includes  1,100  tons  to  U.S.S.E.  and 
797  tons  to  Yugoslavia. . 


Compiled  from  official  statistics. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
LEVEL  OFF  IN  APRIL 

United  States  cotton  exports  in  April  1957  were  629,000  bales  ( 500 
pounds  gross)  representing  a  seasonal  decline  from  the  822,000  hales 
exported  in  March.    They  were  66  percent  more  than  exports  of  379,000 
hales  in  April  1956. 

Cotton  exports  during  August-April  1956-57  were  6,231,000  hales, 
nearly  k  times  the  exports  of  1,572,000  hales  in  the  same  months  of  the 
1955-56  season.    Details  of  exports  hy  country  of  destination  will  be 
published  next  week. 


EGYPT'S  OIL  IMPORTS  EXPECTED 
TO  INCREASE  IN  1957 

Egypt's  import  requirements  in  1957  a^e  expected  to  approximate 
22,000  short  tons  of  vegetable  oil  or  the  equivalent  in  oilseeds,  in 
addition  to  ^7,000  tons  of  cottonseed  from  Sudan  for  crushing.  The 
Sudanese  cottonseed  is  expected  to  yield  around  7,000  tons  of  oil.  Thus, 
total  import  requirements  will  be  nearly  30,000  tons,  compared  to  I956 
imports  of  26,830  tons  of  oil  equivalent. 

Over  half  the  oil  imported  in  1956  was  cottonseed  oil--ll,000  tons, 
virtually  all  of  which  came  from  Communist  China.    Coconut  oil  imports, 
mostly  from  Ceylon  and  Malaya,  totaled  8,263  tons  in  1956,  of  which 
roughly  half  was  used  for  edible  purposes.     Small  quantities  of  olive, 
peanut,  castor,  and  linseed  oils  are  also  imported. 


I 

OILSEEDS:    Egyptian  imports,  1955  and  I956 


Item                             J  1955 

;  1956 

:      Short  tons 

•  t 
• 

Short  tons 

8,508 
:  2,968 

l/  For  edible  use. 

All  cottonseed  imports  are  from  Sudan;  Egypt  prohibits  cottonseed 
imports  from  any  other  country.    Peanuts  and  castor  bean  imports  were 
also  from  Sudan,  as  was  virtually  all  the  sesame  seed. 

Cottonseed  is  the  most  important  item  in  the  Egyptian  fats  and  oils 
industry. 
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COTTONSEED  AND  COTTONSEED  OIL:    Egypt,  supply  and  distribution, 
1955-56  and  1956-57  (September  1  to  August  31) 

COTTONSEED 


1955-56  1/ 


Short  tons 


8,060 
71*4,100 
It  5,680 


Opening  stocks  September  1  : 

Production  : 

Imports  3/   :  

Total  supply  :  767,8*40 

Exports  *J_/   :  ___ 

Crushing  :  6l*4  ,*400 

Seed  and  waste  :  1*45,330 

Stocks  on  August  31  :  9,010 

Total  distribution  :  767,8*40 


1956-57  2/ 


Short  tons 

9,010 
70*4,700 
k6,Q00 


760,510 


60*4,200 
1*46,910 

9,^00 
760,510 


COTTONSEED  OIL 


•  :  7,390 

5,025 

80,075 

 :  12,060 

17,^00 

Total 

 :  100,025 

102,500 

.......::  220 

Consumption: 

Industrial, 

 :        10,095  : 

10,000 

 :  8*4,685 

87,000 

Stocks  on  Au£ 

5,500 

Total 

100,025 

102,500 

except  seed  for  crushing  from  Sudan,    *t  /Exports  of  cottonseed  are  prohibited. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 


The  estimated  annual  domestic  requirement  of  110,000  tons  of  vegetable  oil 
consists  of  over  90  percent  cottonseed  oil;  in  addition,  around  5,000  tons  are 
exported  annually. 

Peanuts  and  sesame  seed  are  the  only  oilseeds  exported  in  large  quantities. 
A  total  of  5,996  tons  of  unshelled  and  2,380  tons  of  shelled  peanuts  were  ex- 
ported in  1956,  "while  8,686  tons  of  unshelled  and  2,1*42  tons  of  shelled  peanuts 
were  exported  in  1955  •    Peanuts  are  not  crushe'd  for  oil  in  Egypt.    Sesame  seed 
exports  were  7,6lO  tons  in  1956,  much  greater  than  the  2,315  tons  exported  in 
1955  •  (Continued) 
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Egyptian  oil  exports  were  slightly  lower  in  1956  than  in  1955-5^^70 
tons  as  compared  with  5,600  tons.     Cottonseed  oil  is  the  principal  oil 
exported;  U,955  tons  were  exported  in  1956,  5>319  in  1955 •    Lesser  quanti- 
ties of  sesame,  peanut,  and  castor  oil  were  exported.    Practically  all 
oil  exports  go  to  Mediterranean  countries. 

Production  of  oilseeds,  other  than  cottonseed,  consists  of  peanuts-- 
around  37 > 000  tons  annually,  sesame --around  50,000  tons  annually,  and  flax- 
seed --around  20,000  tons  annually.    Flax  is  grown  mostly  for  fiber. 

AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES 

Australian  wool  sales  were  held  during  the  week  ending  May  2k,  1957 }  in 
Sydney,  Geelong,  and  Perth,  with  offerings  respectively  of  about  6^-, 000, 
3^, 000,  and  27,000  bales.    Values  of  good  style  and  staple  length  wools 
held  firm,  but  a  weak  demand  was  evident  for  doubtful  yielding  short  staple 
wools . 


WOOL,  RAW:  Australia,  average  costs  per  pound  on  auction  floors, 
 clean  basis,  by  quality  classification,  specified  weeks 


Weed  ended 

Type  and  grade  '  


:  5-25-56 

:  5-17-57 

:  5-2^-57 

:  U.S.  dollars 

:    U.S.  dollars 

:      U.S.  dollars 

Combing  wools : 

• 

. :  lM 

:  1.7k 

!  1.7U 

1.38 

'  I.69 

!  1.68 

.  •  I.32 

:  1.6^ 

1.6k 

. :  1.28 

'  I.60 

'  1.59 

. :  1.17 

:  1.5^ 

'  1.5k 

. :  1.12 

'  I.U9 

'  l.kQ 

. :  1.05 

:  l.k3 

'  i.ko 

. :  1.01 

'•  1.36 

'  1.33 

. :  .91 

:  1.30 

'  1.26 

:  .89 

:       1.26  : 

1.22 

50' s  Good  

.81  ! 

1.15  : 

1.10 

:         .79  : 

1.12  : 

1.07 

Carding  wools ; 

.86  I 

•  93  S 

.91 

:         .77  : 

.81+  : 

.81 

:         .73  : 

•  79  : 

•  77 

Medium  Crossbred.. 

:         .71  : 

•  77  : 

.75 

Source:    Wool  Statistical  Service,  Australian  Wool  Bureau. 
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AUSTRALIA  WILL  INCREASE  ITS 
HOPS  IMPORTS  IN  1957-58 

An  unusually  small  crop  of  hops  in  Australia  during  the  current  year 
will  necessitate  hops  imports  by  that  country  of  around  2  million  pounds 
in  1957-58  (July-June).    Imports  in  1955-56  totaled  1,891,000  pounds.  An 
estimate  of  the  1956-57  imports  is  not  yet  available,  but  the  total  will 
be  considerably  below  the  1955-56  level. 

About  80  percent  of  Australia's  hops  are  grown  in  Tasmania.    As  a 
result  of  strong  winds  and  other  unfavorable  weather  early  in  the  1956-57 
growing  season,  Tasmania's  crop  this  year  is  estimated  at  only  about  2 
million  pounds,  compared  with  3,169, 000  pounds  produced  last  year.  This 
year's  crop  also  was  very  late  in  maturing,  and  quality  was  below  average. 
Australia's  total  1956-57  crop  is  approximately  2.7  million  pounds,  a 
decline  of  almost  30  percent  from  last  year's  production  of  3*850,000 
pounds.    Weather  conditions  were  favorable  in  Tasmania  last  year,  both 
during  the  growing  season  and  at  harvest.    Outside  of  Tasmania,  the  only 
area  in  Australia  which  produces  hops  is  the  State  of  Victoria,  the  known 
production  in  New  South  Wales  and  West  Australia  being  negligible.  Since 
Australia  lies  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere,  hops  are  harvested  there  in  the 
early  months  of  the  calendar  year. 

Australia's  1955-56  hops  crop  set  an  all-time  record,  about  1  per- 
cent above  the  195^-55  production  of  3,8l6,000  pounds.    Imports  of  hops 
also  increased  in  1955-56  from  195^-55,  although  beginning-of -year  stocks 
were  about  the  same  in  both  years  (see  table).    The  expansion  in  total 
supplies  more  than  offset  an  increase  in  hops  consumption,  with  the 
result  that  beginning- -of -year-stocks  were  over  700,000  pounds  larger 
in  1956-57  than  in  1955-56.    Australia's  hops  consumption  in  1955-56 
also  was  an  all-time  record,  attributable  to  the  country's  record  pro- 
duction of  beer  during  the  same  year. 

HOPS:    Australia,  supply  and  distribution  July-June,  195^-55  and  1955-56 

 :  it.  :  :  

Year  jJuly  1  stocks '  Production     "      Imports       j  Consumption 


Pounds  Pounds  Pounds  Pounds 


195^-55  :    1,923,000  :     3,816,000  :     1,155,000  :  ^,813,000 

1955-56...  :    2,081,000  ;     3,81+9,922  :     1,891,000  :  5,019,000 

I/  Estimate!! 

In  March  1956  the  Australian  Government  increased  the  excise  tax  on 
beer,  with  the  result  that  in  1956-57  beer  consumption  and  production  have 
declined  and  consumption  of  hops  will  be  about  500,000  pounds  less  than  in 
1955-56.    In  view  of  these  trends  and  the  large  hops  stocks  of  over  2.8 
million  pounds  on  July  1,  1956,  the  government  suspended  the  issuance  of 
licenses  for  the  importation  of  hops  last  fall.    Even  though  stocks  appear 
to  have  been  reduced  to  the  normal  level  and  consumption  of  hops  is  declin- 
ing, these  factors  do  not  fully  offset  the  decline  in  1956-57  production. 
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PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.  S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Issued  recently  and  available  (single  copies) 
free  upon  request  to  persons  in  the  U.  S. 
from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C. 
Room  5922.  Phone:  REpublic  f-klUSj  Ext.  2kh5. 

International  Tobacco  Trade--1956.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FT  2-57. 


World  1956-57  Cotton  Crop  Down.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FC  12-57 • 


List  of  Swiss  Importers  of  Poultry  and  Eggs.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FPE  ^-57. 


Notes  on  the  Agricultural  Economies  of  Six  East  European  Countries. 
FAS-M-16. 
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